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New Address or  

Phone Numbers: 
 

If you have a new home or cell 

phone number, please be sure to 

let the school know.  Also, if you 

have a new address, please      

contact the registrar at             

extension 1106. 

 

Important Dates: 
 

 

   February 12: No school 
 

   February 15: No school 
 

   March  25:     Minimum day 

                           (Open house) 
 

   March 26:      Minimum day 
 

   April 5-9:       Spring break 
 

   April 27, 28, 29, & 30: 

                           Minimum day  

                           (STAR testing) 

Traffic Update:  
          In case you were not aware, the portion of Valencia Blvd. between the Rancho Pico 
entrance and exit driveways is designated a “No Stopping” zone.  Once you pass the exit 
driveway and head east on Valencia Blvd, the signage changes to “No Parking.”  A “No 
Stopping” zone is the equivalent of a red curb.  To avoid redundancy, Los Angeles County 
makes it a habit of not painting such a curb when light poles are available to post the signs 
indicating the regulations.  While you are technically allowed to stop your car and wait in 
a “No Parking” zone, such practice in a “No Stopping” Zone MAY lead to a citation from 
CHP. 
 

          Also, in the near future, with the collaboration of Los Angeles County Public 
Works, the City of Santa Clarita, CHP, MV Transit, and Rancho Pico, a 110-foot section 
of the curb of Valencia Blvd. that currently serves as our bus stop (between the two drive-
ways) will be painted red as a visual reminder.  For the safety of our students, and to avoid 
a possible parking citation, we urge you not to park in this area while waiting to pick up 
your student. 
 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Mr. Yuhan in the office,                 
at  (661)284-3260or you can contact our local Newhall CHP office at (661) 294-5540. 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
   

          Rancho Pico Junior High students are incredible! One of the best parts of my 
job as principal is getting into classrooms. This is truly where the action on a     
campus is. Seeing students engrossed in classroom activities, working with their 
peers to problem solve, and volunteering their ideas and points of view is truly    
exciting. Our teachers work hard to make their subjects engaging and to provide  
activities that inspire learning. 
 
           The weather is still cold. Having students dress in layers allows them to be 
warm enough for the morning chill with the ability to cool down as the sun warms 
up the campus later in the day. We continue to enforce a dress code that  supports a 
distraction-free learning environment. As you plan clothing choices for the warmer 
weather, please take special note of hem lines and ensuring student modesty. 
 
          This year 8th Grade Promotion will be on Thursday, June 3rd. We have three 
ceremonies, one for each team. Because of the limited space in the MPR, we are not 
able to give unlimited numbers of tickets to each student. In April, parents of 8th 
graders will receive an 8th grade information packet. Inside is a request for          
additional tickets for Promotion. Each student will be given two tickets. You may 
request up to an additional four tickets. Unfortunately we are unable to meet        
everyone's need for additional tickets, so please only count on having two. 
 
          Please consider this information as you plan for extended family beyond the 
two tickets you are guaranteed. Unfortunately, we are unable to facilitate ticket    
distribution early. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the school.   
Students will receive their promotion tickets on Friday, May 28th during Promotion 
practice. 
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Daylight 

savings 

starts on 

March 14th. 

Time to 

spring ahead 

one hour! 



COUNSELORS CORNER 

STAR Testing is Coming! 

 

          STAR Testing will take place on April 27, 28, 29, & 30.   All testing days are minimum days.       
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) exams are an important part of the state assessment system. 
These tests are administered each spring to measure how well students in California’s public schools are 
achieving the California content standards. These achievement tests target English Language Arts and 
Mathematics in grades two through eleven. In addition, tests in science and history/social science are given 
in 8th grade. 
          Last year Rancho Pico scored 891 on our tests, the highest score in school history.  We believe 
we can do even better this year. Once again, the district will be placing STAR test results on transcripts, as 
we found this to be instrumental in having students take these tests seriously. Please take a moment to      
discuss the importance of STAR testing with your student. 
          Educating students is a team effort. Parents, guardians, students, schools, and communities benefit 
when there is a shared responsibility for learning. To fully participate as part of this team, parents and 
guardians should have a  thorough understanding of the role the tests in the STAR Program play in making 
sure that all students achieve California’s content standards.  Answers to commonly asked questions about 
the STAR Program can be found at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. 

Spring Fever: 
 

          As the end of the 2009-10 school year draws near, it is important that parents/guardians continue to 
keep a close eye on their student’s academic progress.  Eighth grade students are required to earn a        
minimum of 107.5 credits to be eligible for the Promotion ceremony and Disneyland trip in June.  Seventh 
grade students that have failed more than one quarter class are recommended for summer school programs.   
If you have questions regarding your student’s grade in a class, please contact the teacher directly.  If you 
have any questions about your student’s credit status you may contact the team counselor. 

Math Counts Update: 
 

          Eight of Rancho Pico's top math students will compete at JPL (Jet     
Propulsion Laboratory) in Pasadena on Saturday, February 27 in the annual 
Math-Counts competition.  In our five-year history, Rancho Pico has climbed to 
the top of the rankings in Santa Clarita, battling against the best from 
Placerita, Rio Norte, Sierra Vista, and La Mesa.  At the regional competition, 
usually held at CSUN, but moved this year to JPL, Rancho Pico will perform 
against the best from the Hart District and other public and private schools from the San Fernando 
Valley.  Twice before, Rancho Pico's students have made it to the State Championship.  Will we 
make it this year?   

ACADEMY OF THE CANYONS NEWS: 
 

Current 8th graders: You can get on the fast track to college!  You can make a change and be a part of a 
unique, rewarding high school experience!  If you would like to learn more about Academy of the Canyons 
Middle College High School, you and your parents are invited to attend an information meeting on Thursday,       
February 25, in the Placerita Junior High MPR at 7:00 p.m.  Applications will be distributed at the meeting.   
 

If you have any questions, please call AOC at 362-3056.   

 

Principal’s Honor Roll, Continued 

Wei, Jeffrey 
Weichel, Alecsander 
Welch, Emma 
Welker, Taylor 
Werbicki, Allison 
Werner, Erick 
West, Troy 
Wheatley, Rhys 
White, Austin 

White, Austin T. 
White, Braden 
Wilkin, Brandon 
Wilkin, Eric 
Williams, Jack 
Willson, Brandon 
Wohlenberg, Ailish 
Wolthers, Nicolas 
Wong, Justin 

Wulff, Cambria 
Yamamoto, Miyako 
Yanez, Katherine 
Yang, Jun Won 
Yang, Youngmin 
Yi, Sidney 
Yoo, Haeseung 
Yoon, Evan 
Young, Haley 

Yousif, Alexander 
Yun, Allison 
Yun, Samuel 
Yuster, Hannah 
Zayyad, Nadine 
Zeleznik, Hunter 
Zimmerman, Samantha 
Ziskind, Noah 
Zuhdi, Mona 

News from CJSF: 
 

Congratulations to all 678 Rancho Pico students who qualified for California Junior Scholarship       
Federation (CJSF).  Your child should have received a qualification letter from his or her math teacher.  
If you would like to join CJSF, your student must complete 10 hours of community service by April 2, 
2010.  Bring the completed application form along with $5 for dues to room 604, and you and your   
family will be invited to attend the induction ceremony.  If you have questions, please e-mail me during 
the day at school.  Thank you and congratulations! 
 
Mrs. Mc Horney 
emchorney@hartdistrict.org 

    8th Grade Promotion ceremony date and times: 

June 3, 2010 
 

   Quest……………….. 9:30 am 

       Xtreme…………......12:00 pm  

Infinity/Phoenix..…......2:30 pm 



Principal’s Honor Roll, Continued Principal’s Honor Roll, Continued 

Meacham, Hannah 
Meacham, Kathryn 
Mechsner, Sarah 
Melendez, Armando 
Meneley, Logan 
Mesesan, Sergiu 
Metcalf, Jennifer 
Meyer, Jamie 
Mieske, Lauren 
Millar, Carmelle 
Milleman, Derek 
Miller, Alianna 
Min, Joo Eun 
Moentmann, Steven 
Molacek, Micah 
Moline, Hunter 
Monaco, Courtney 
Montalvo, Camryn 
Moon, Priscilla 
Moore, Madison 
Morad, Tyler 
Morgan, Connor 
Morrison, Matthew 
Moskal, Brendan 
Motamedi, Setareh 
Murphy, Kassandra 
Myer, Jenny 
Myers, Kendall 
Myung, Gina 
Nam, Isaac 
Napoli, Joseph 
Nash, Jamia 
Navarro, David 
Nelson, Paige 
Nesheim, Amanda 
Nevers, Lana 
Ng, Edwin 
Nichols, Bethaney 
Niederstadt, Sarah 
Noble, Katherine 
Nordskog, Mitch 
Norris, Amber 
Norris, Danika Shea 
O Brien, Margaret 
O Rullian, Blake 
Oh, Brandon 
Oh, Jonathan 
Olson, Kaeli 
Omari, Andre 
Onuscheck, Hailey 
Ordog, Charles 
Orozco, Ulysses 
Ortiz, Cynthia 
Ortiz, Maria 

Ostlund, Madeleine 
Ostlund, Max 
Oz, Adi 
Oz, Dean 
Padilla, Preston 
Paek, Joseph 
Paguio, Kyle 
Palma, Matthew 
Panosian, Lauren 
Parish, Haley 
Park, Derick 
Park, Janelle 
Park, Jin Hyun 
Park, Jun Seok 
Park, Jung In 
Park, Justin 
Parrington, Krystall 
Pascua, Jacob 
Patel, Neelam 
Paul, Danielle 
Pearson, Jack 
Pearson, Jake 
Pederson, Dale 
Pederson, Jacqueline 
Pendleton, Megan 
Perez, Michael 
Perez, Zachary 
Petras, Julia 
Phorn, Vannica 
Pielli, Jacqueline 
Pierce, Julia 
Plazo, Deja 
Poe, Kelsie 
Politi, Nicolas 
Ponto, Michelle 
Pradhan, Shreya 
Pratchard, Matthew 
Price, Skylar 
Probert, Nicholas 
Quebral, Christian 
Quintos, Jason 
Rada, Michelle 
Raffish, Brett 
Rahmani, Sina 
Rankin, Stephanie 
Rappoport, Rachel 
Rebagliati, Chiara 
Reid, Alexander 
Reid, Jacqueline 
Reid, Taylor 
Rescigno, Anthony 
Reyna, John Raymond 
Rhee, Paul 
Rhodes, Makayla 

Richter, Devon 
Riordan, Allison 
Rizzo, Taylor 
Rodrigues, Vanessa 
Rodriguez, Emily 
Rodwell, Jordyn 
Roelofson, Lexi 
Roelofson, Lysa 
Roen, Kathryn 
Rojas, Katherine 
Romero, Riley 
Rooney, Kyra 
Rooney, Luke 
Rosen, Jessica 
Rosen, Zachary 
Ross, Justin 
Rothlein, Jeremy 
Rountree, Samuel 
Rozario, Alexa 
Rozario, Emma 
Ruffner, Troy 
Rusconi, Jagger 
Saiz, Kirsten 
Samano, Miguel 
San George, Zachary 
Sanmaung, Cecilia 
Santamaria, Esther 
Santos, Anthony Emanuel 
Saulo, Patrick 
Scharlin, Jacob 
Schlosser, Avery 
Schnell, Lauren 
Scholz, Kai 
Schultz, Kristin 
Schutz, Jackson 
Schwartz, Sydney 
Serrano, Victoria 
Shalkevich, Jacob 
Shams, Hamza 
Shriver, Brock 
Siddiqi, Taimur 
Sikkema, Brooke 
Sim, Amy 
Simone, Kylee 
Sinisi, Michael 
Sloan, Ariana 
Slotsve, Brooke 
Smirnoff, Sarah 
Smith, Alexander 
Smith, Julia 
Smith, Keana 
So, Andria 
Solorzano, Alexandria 
Song, Brian 

Song, Hasung 
Song, Nathan 
Sorenson, Mollie 
Soriano, Matthew 
Souza, Rachel 
Sprayberry, James 
Steele, Joshua 
Stewart, Maddison 
Story, Alexander 
Su, Andrew 
Sullivan, Hannah 
Sumner, Adrian 
Sunnaa, Michael 
Suyemoto, Shannon 
Swain, Jason 
Swede, Jacqueline 
Szeto, Tyler 
Tafipolsky, Jeffery 
Takenaka, Taylor 
Tallara, Christjan 
Tampus, Taylor 
Tan, Joshua 
Tan Say, Jayson 
Tandy, Laura 
Taylor, Jared 
Tee, Kevin 
Thakur, Palak 
Theodore, Michael 
Thompson, Dillon 
Thompson, Joshua 
Thompson, Nicole 
Tikhomirov, Daniel 
Tomlin, Daniel 
Tomlin, Joseph 
Tongol Salazar, Marilee 
Treichler, Kelsey 
Trogan, Nathan 
Truong, Rachel 
Tsabetsaye, Andrew 
Twitchell, Holly 
Tyler, Jonathan 
Valdez, Joseph 
Valencia, Jose Miguel 
Vartany, Celine 
Vels, Rachael 
Villaruz, Nicolas 
Vincent, Jeremy 
Walsh, Keeley 
Wanes, Jacquelyn 
Warner, Madison 
Warren, Shayne 
Watler, Patrick 
Webb, Jacqueline 
Weber, Noelle 

Team NewsTeam NewsTeam NewsTeam News    
Discovery: 
         
          Quarter three is filled with medieval fun as we complete our study of the Middle Ages.  Students are    
members of manors and daily have to face the possibility of being demoted to a peasant.  Our quizzes this 
quarter are jousting competitions against other Kingdoms on campus (other teams). We compete for top    
average score on our key term quizzes in hopes of capturing the shield.  The Final Exam for this unit will be 
taken March 1st/2nd. 
          Team Discovery English students have been continuing the Middle Ages theme as we read the book 
The Door in the Wall.  It is the story of a young boy who overcomes obstacles to reach his goals, all set    
during the Middle Ages.  Next, we will move into the Renaissance as we read Shakespeare’s A Mid-Summer 
Night’s Dream.  In March, Team Discovery will be traveling to the Alex Theatre to see Shakespearience. 
         Science students are learning about the human body.  We will be examining the skeletal, muscular,     
cardiovascular, respiratory and reproductive systems.  Students will have the opportunity to dissect a frog 
and  examine firsthand  the systems learned about in class.  Students will also learn about viruses and in    
particular, HIV and AIDS.   
         Team Discovery Math students have studied linear equations, properties of powers, functions,        
measurement, and geometry during the third quarter.  Each chapter builds on the next, so it is extremely    
important that the students have a clear understanding of the skills in each chapter in order to be successful 
with future concepts.  Please continue to encourage your child to ask questions when they are struggling with 
a concept and visit me for extra help.  Next quarter we will continue to learn geometry concepts and prepare 
for Algebra in 8th grade.  Continue to check your child’s planner nightly for homework assignments, as well 
as Snap Grades for current grades and upcoming tests. 

QuestQuestQuestQuest    
 

SCIENCE: The 3rd quarter in science we will be learning about Motion and Forces.  Students will be using  formulas 
for speed, distance, and time and do activities to apply these formulas.  When we learn about Forces we will discover 
that a scientist named Sir Isaac Newton gave us 3 fundamental laws of physics that are still used today.  We will go to 
Magic Mountain and be able to apply the Laws of Motion and Forces.  Also in this quarter, we will calculate the     
density of regular and irregular objects.  Through hands-on activities, students will learn density is mass per unit       
volume. 
 

Algebra 1, Algebra 8 and Geometry:  The material is starting to get harder.  All students should do their homework 
the same day it is assigned so they can get help on the next day, if needed.  Please check your student’s planner nightly 
and Snap Grades weekly.   Requirements for retake tests are as follows for all math classes: 1) test score was below 
80%; 2) corrections and parent signatures required; 3) all homework prior to test must be of good quality; 4) retakes 
must be done within one week of receiving their test back.  Tutor time is odd days at brunch. 
 
US History: Students will be learning about the differences between North and South and the causes of the Civil War.  
They will learn about the Civil War, famous people and battles, consequences of the war, and see how the war changed 
the United States. 
 
English: Students will be reading the Jack London classic, The Call of the Wild.  Students will learn about the Yukon 
Gold Rush in the 1890’s and compare the motives of characters from different historical eras.  Additionally, students 
will be learning how to effectively write persuasive essays.   



THIS IS INFINITY IN QUARTER 3THIS IS INFINITY IN QUARTER 3THIS IS INFINITY IN QUARTER 3THIS IS INFINITY IN QUARTER 3    
    

          “This is MATH!” the Infinity science students keep saying animatedly. When the third quarter 
kicked off the study of the foundations of physics the students’ solid math skills came in handy. At 
school, meter sticks and stopwatches were employed to discover the average teen’s plodding and trotting 
speeds and velocities. At home they worked on the Speeds a la Carte Project, which entailed measuring 
distances and times, calculating and graphing speeds, and preparing displays for their chosen appetizer, 
entrée, and dessert. As the quarter moves along, roller coasters will be the vehicle for investigating      
potential and kinetic energy, acceleration, and force. Finally, to wrap it all up, students will have the    
opportunity to get more than a notion of Newton’s Laws of Motion as they take a science field trip to 
Magic Mountain on April 12th. 
           Mrs. Kim is always available during brunch to help the students. Students may make appointments 
with Mrs. Kim during lunch to get extra help as well. Algebra 8 students are working on graphing: 
working with the graphing mat, creating Math T-Shirts on graphing for the upcoming fashion show    
presentation, and exploring the graphing concept in different perspectives. Algebra I students are     
working diligently to finish the required curriculum.  This involves mastering the whole textbook and all 
the California State standards for the current school year by April – Whew! They are right on track! 
Let’s continue learning together for next 3 months and  finish the junior high school year with success! 
          Social studies students have been learning about the Industrial Revolution and its effect in creating     
separate American societies. They then moved on to discuss the concept of Manifest Destiny and how 
that would eventually lead to problems between North and South on how to divide the expanded land. 
Finally, students have begun working on a project – a Newspaper from the Past – in which they will 
combine research with technology. 
          This brumal season Ms. Slayback’s students are un-cowed and diving eagerly into the life of Buck 
and his furry comrades.  Do you recall The Call of the Wild?  Perhaps a reread with your progeny will 
sate your curiosity.  In the process, we are adopting words and honing our persuasive writing skills.  
Look forward to simple, complex, and compound elements – which will further our sentence structure 
skills and enhance our writing.  There are never enough moments to relish all we enjoy in the demesne of 
English Language Arts.  Join us as we em”bark” (ow) into truly and thoroughly assailing “UM” as a   
sentence starter when we converse in the classroom. 

Explorers:Explorers:Explorers:Explorers:    
 

          On Saturday, February 6th, the over-120 members of the Explorers Team traveled to the lava tubes 
of the old Pisgah Volcano located about 40 miles east of Barstow. A lava tube is a tunnel formed when 
the surface of a lava flow cools and solidifies while the still-molten interior flows through and drains 
away. There are a wide variety of tubes in the lava fields ranging in size from several feet in diameter to 
others with ceilings 20 feet high. Some are only a few feet long while some stretch for hundreds of feet. 
Team members spent the afternoon exploring the tubes and hiking to the caldera of the old volcano. The 
families of the following students joined us on this trek: Alyssa J. Aquino, Christian Nicoletti, Jonathan 
Levite, Michael Theodore, Trevor Thomas, Chase Killingsworth, Joshua Hartenstein, Chiara Rebagliati, 
and Michael Cornell, Collin Jones, Clint Forster, Dianna Koehler, Ellis Douma, Evan Remsen, Brendan 
Moskal, Joey Huihui, Alyssa Molina, Jeremy Berry, Julian Berry, Adi Oz, Jacqueline Pielli, Noah     
Bodner, Rachel Green and five students from previous Explorers Teams. 
 
          The 2nd Explorers Team Dining Out for 2009-2010 was held at IHOP on the last Tuesday of  
January. Each month families of a different class period are invited to join team teachers in dining at a 
local restaurant. Students and their families that attended this dinner were: Angelica Marin, Ruben 
Rubira, Logan Haskett, EJ Ng, Jonathan Levite, Miranda Arias, Justin Ross, Jenny Lee, Christian 
Nicoletti, Sean Langdale, Michael Fleischmann, Chloe Abrego, Taylor Green, Ellis Douma, Dianna 
Koehler, Taylor Dome, Rachel Blumenthal, Makenna Ledingham, and Britani Bahnsen. 

Principal’s Honor Roll, Continued 

Fromberg, Dena 
Furdek, Lexi Lulu 
Gaff, Taylor 
Gallner, Jack 
Gaos, Lawrence 
Garcia, Ashton 
Garcia, Nicholas 
Garelick, Brooke 
Gaspar, Melinda 
Gendein, Daniel 
Germann, Kristen 
Gertner, Eric 
Ghotra, Avneet 
Giammanco, Joseph Rocco 
Gilbert, Megan 
Gilkeson, Rachele 
Goad, Grant 
Golin, Courtney 
Gomez, Jonathan 
Gonzalez, Cassandra 
Gorczycki, Hunter 
Graff, Melody 
Grason, Melissa 
Gray, Camille 
Green, Emilee 
Green, Taylor 
Griggs, Steven 
Grigorian, Adrian 
Grock, Rayford 
Gropp, Cameron 
Guzman, Brianna 
Guzman, Jordan 
Hace, Alexis 
Hamade, Karina 
Han, Won Suk 
Hardnett, Kirsten 
Harker, Hayden 
Harris Jackson, Zakiah 
Hart, Paige 
Hartley, Paige 
Haskett, Logan 
Hassan, Mustafa 
Heim, Elizabeth 
Hellinger, Alexander 
Hendry, Nicole 
Heo, Austin 
Herman, Collin 
Hermann, Ean 
Herrera, Anna 
Herrera, Brian 
Herwig, Elizabeth 
Hesseldenz, Alexa 
Hicken, Scott 
Hill, Katrina 

Hillo, Christina 
Hinton, Mikayla 
Ho, Nelson 
Hofmann, Celia 
Holler, Aidan 
Holt Hoppe, Ivy 
Hong, Jason 
Hong, Joshua 
Hong, Yvette 
Hoover, Olivia 
Horowitz, Ashley 
Horowitz, Danielle 
Howell, Dashiel 
Hwang, Jae 
Hyun, Chang Yong 
Iverson, Simone 
Jaffe, Carli 
Jang, Yoojin 
Jeng, Alison 
Jeong, Jordan 
Jereza, Jennifer 
Johnson, Emma 
Johnson, Hannah 
Johnston, Elizabeth 
Jones, Eisah 
Jones, Riley 
Jones, Trevor 
Jordan, Lauren 
Joselowsky, Alanta 
Joshi, Divya 
Joshi, Soham 
Josten, Matthew 
Judy, Daniel 
Jun, Sungho 
Jun, Sunghun 
Jung, Jee 
Kang, Alice 
Kang, David 
Kang, Harin 
Kang, Ryan 
Kaplan, Maya 
Karunasiri, Melani 
Kaufman, Emily 
Keelinghamm, Cheyenne 
Kelley, Jack 
Kennedy, Kailie 
Khajerian, Jordan 
Khoo, Shijia 
Khouri, Marah 
Killingsworth, Chase 
Kim, Alice 
Kim, Ariana 
Kim, Ariana 
Kim, Chase 

Kim, Clara 
Kim, Clay 
Kim, Donghyun 
Kim, Eric 
Kim, Ha Young 
Kim, Han Soo 
Kim, Hyunsoo 
Kim, Jacqueline 
Kim, Jeremy 
Kim, Ji Soo 
Kim, Kevin 
Kim, Michael 
Kim, Min Je 
Kim, Nahyun 
Kim, Se Yeon 
Kimble, Breze 
Kiner, Celine 
Kipper, Austin 
Klein, Andrew 
Klippenstein, Brooke 
Klippenstein, Kyle 
Klop, Cohl 
Kniest, Matthew 
Knudsen, Megan 
Ko, Elijah 
Koehler, Dianna 
Koons, Abigail 
Koppenhaver, Davis 
Kouchak Eftekhar, David 
Krahl, Brett 
Kreger, Jennifer 
Kreger, Monica 
Kriegel, Olivia 
Kunz, Lindsay 
Kupczynski, Indre 
Kwon, Mary 
Labayna, Kirshna 
Lachman, Meg 
Lake, Chase 
Lambrinidis, George 
Lau, Joseph 
Law, Jordan 
Le, Kimberly 
LeBarron, Davis 
Lee, Alex 
Lee, Andrew 
Lee, Brandyn 
Lee, Daniel 
Lee, Emma 
Lee, Hannah 
Lee, Harmonie 
Lee, Jenny 
Lee, Jonathan 
Lee, Jong 

Lee, Sarah 
Lee, Sarah 
Lee, Timothy 
Lennon, Emily 
Leon Saldivar, Victor 
Leonard, Steven 
Lepe, Cindy 
Levite, Jonathan 
Light, Alicia 
Lim, Robyn 
Lin, Tami 
Lind, Haley 
Lindvall, Lauren 
Lobel, Hannah 
Lochead, Peyton 
Lombardi, Julia 
Long, Robert 
Lopez, Andrea 
Louis Karch, Makenna 
Lyle, MacKenzie 
Mac Arthur, Andrew 
Mac Kinney, Chance 
Macalintal, Jenny 
Macias, Alejandro 
Maddocks, Mason 
Magalski, Amanda 
Magdaleno, Jason 
Magpantay, Trisha 
Magsarili, Marisa 
Makan, Noor 
Malin, Chad 
Malla, Dawn 
Malynn, Chase 
Manzo, Alex 
Maravilla, Carolina 
Marbach, Alexander 
Mariani, Daniel 
Mariano, Justin 
Marien, Daniel 
Marin, Angelica 
Marinello, Nicolette 
Marshall, Kayla 
Martinez, Alessandra 
Matheus, Hayden 
Matthess, Cole 
Mc Burney, Anthony 
Mc Clafferty, John 
Mc Culley, Eryn 
Mc Cullough, Jackson 
Mc Goldrick, Madeline 
Mc Goldrick, Patrick 
Mc Mahon, Kaylani 
Mc Menamin, Collin 
Mc Morrow, Seamus 



Principal’s Honor Roll:  1st Semester,  2009/2010 
 

GPA of 3.5 AND ABOVE 

Abrahimy, Adeline 
Abrego, Chloe 
Abrego, Michael 
Acluba, Aaron Rasec 
Adams, John 
Aguilar, Alexis 
Aguilar, Liliana 
Aguilar, Mathew 
Aguilera, Juan 
Ahn, Miriam 
Airapetyan, Alik 
Alabado, Germaine 
Alarcon, Russell 
Alba, Amy 
Aleshire, Trevor 
Altamirano, Faustino 
Alvarez, Soraya 
Amadi, Ozzuruoke 
Amundson, Kailee 
Andrews, Brandon 
Aquino, Alyssa 
Aquino, Isabella 
Arias, Miranda 
Armendariz, Griffin 
Armour, Abby 
Arnold, Kathryn 
Arshonsky, Emily 
Asghar, Mehdi 
Asuncion, Maria Patricia 
Austin, London 
Azizi, Sean 
Baek, Jin Woo 
Baires, Gabriella Liezel 
Bakoo, Grant 
Balarezo, Francheska 
Baldarrago, Kimberly 
Ballenberg, Jordan 
Bang, Min Jae 
Barkley, Tyler 
Barnett, Ryan 
Barnholtz, Kendyl 
Barrier, Louis 
Beal, Astin 
Beldyga, Andrew 
Belgau, Austin 
Benjamin, Brenden 
Berman, Benjamin 
Bernabe, Eduardo 

Best, Chelsea 
Bhandari, Anish 
Bird, Jacob 
Blumenthal, Megan 
Blumenthal, Rachel 
Boden, Madison 
Bodkin, Bailey 
Bong, Jin Hoo 
Boom, Janessa 
Borrowman, Navy 
Bosdet, Mitchell 
Botvin, Danielle 
Boute, Logan 
Boyle, Quinn 
Breidy, Emily 
Brian, Ori 
Brown, Hailey 
Broz, Madeline 
Bruce, Jack 
Bultman, Nathan 
Bumgarner, Lauren 
Burge, Sydney 
Burns, Clay 
Button, Ian 
Byrd, Jason 
Byrnes, Conner 
Callier, Shannon 
Camacho, Taylor 
Campbell, Ashley 
Cantrell, Alexandria 
Cantrell, Logan 
Carpenter, Emma 
Carrillo, Jessica 
Carrillo, Laurel 
Catalano, Christopher 
Cawley, Caroline 
Chan, Kelsey 
Chance, Matthew 
Chang, Derek 
Chang, Lois 
Chanon, Nattanan 
Chinda, Bianca 
Cho, Anna 
Cho, Diane 
Cho, Joshua 
Cho, Joshua 
Cho, Patrick 
Choi, Austin 
Choi, David 
Choi, Jonathan 
Choi, Lee Hyun 

Choi, Sangyeon 
Chong, Hannah 
Chong, Jae Kyung 
Chough, Ino 
Christiansen, Danielle 
Chunapongse, Natriya 
Clark, Garrett 
Clark, Isabella 
Claveria, Nicole 
Clewis, Alexis 
Collins, Harrison Graeme 
Colocho, Merayah 
Connelly, Ian 
Cook, Hayden 
Cooney, Shane 
Cooper, Marcelese 
Cope, Lindsay 
Copley, Maddison 
Corona, Andrea 
Corona, Bailey 
Cottrell, Zachary 
Cox, Sara 
Cravitz, Cole 
Crossin, Matthew 
Cuevas, Christian 
Cutshall, Kristen 
Dailor, Shelby 
Danny, Aaron 
Dapkewicz, Natasha 
Davis, Kelly 
De Gorter, Dylan 
De Jesus, Marlen 
De Long, Julia 
De Mata, Jared 
Deffenbaugh, Megan 
Delgado, Marissa 
Delgado, Samantha 
Destura, Samantha 
Deuson, Miranda 
Dhanda, Partiksha 
Di Pasquale, Jalaena 
Di Vitale, Morgan 
Diamond, Kobe 
Diamond, Shane 
Diaz, Stephanie 
Dieterle, Andrew 
Dizon, Casey 
Doi, Thomas 
Dolgin, Aaron 
Dome, Taylor 
Domingo, Valentin 

Dorantes, Ricardo 
Douma, Ellis 
Drake, Braden 
Du, Karen Nathacia 
DuBay Jurado, Jared 
Eberle, Michael 
Ebrard, Jean Claude 
Edelstein, Tal 
Edgell, Kayla 
Edmunds, Brittany 
Edwards, Matthew 
Eichten, Molly 
Eisenberg, Delaney 
Ektefaie, Dorna 
Elzer, Hannah 
Erberich, Zachary 
Erickson, Lilly 
Escalante, Ryan 
Fairchild, Meghan 
Fairchild, Mikala 
Fairchild, William 
Falahat, Mason 
Faltys, Shannon 
Fang, Chun Hsueh 
Farmiloe, Laurel 
Farraj, Darleen 
Farraj, Jackie 
Farrohi, Star 
Felix, Isyael 
Fenster, Jamie 
Fenton, Rachel 
Feria, Jostel Tiffany 
Fernandes, Jaclyn 
Fernandez, Amaya 
Fetter, Zachary 
Feuer, Bronson 
Finnigan, Emily 
Fisher, Gabriella 
Flaherty, Dalton 
Fleischmann, Michael 
Flett, Cameron 
Flores, Jocelyn 
Fortner, Justin 
Fox, Madison 
Fradin, Evan 
Frail, Alexandra 
Franco, Antonio 
Frank, Eric 
Franson, Alexis 
Frierson, Suzan 
Frisch, Madison 

What Going on in P.E.: 
 
     With three long weeks of vacation under our belt, the P.E .Dept. is working hard to get the students back into the 
shape they were in before they left.  Over the winter break we were fortunate enough to be able to purchase an outdoor 
stereo system.  The students can listen to some of their favorite songs to help motivate them as they run or participate in 
their P.E. activity.  We have also introduced a Student of the Month award in P.E..  One student from each class and 
teacher will be chosen each month and recognized throughout the P.E. Dept. and on RPTV.  They will also receive a 
free run pass and a long-sleeved t-shirt. 
 
A few important tips to remember for PE: 

Any note from home, or a doctor’s note excusing your child from P.E. must go to the health office, not their P.E. 

teacher. 

 

P.E. Make-ups are:  Tuesday at 3:10 and Thursday at 7:50 a.m. 
Your child should be dressed and ready to go at these times.  (Rain or shine!) 

 
Clothes may be purchased at any time through the Counseling Office. 

 
We look forward to an awesome 2nd semester with your children!  And lastly, a shout-out to all those wonderful parents 
who helped with the Cross Country meet.  You are priceless!!!!!!! 

 
Staff: 
 

If you have any questions regarding your student in Physical Education, please do not hesitate to contact his/her teacher 
via email or phone. 
 
Ms. Cathy Stone (Department Chair)            cstone@hartdistrict.org               (661)   284-3260  x  1810 
                                      

Mr. Gerrit Maxwell              gmaxwel@hartdistrict.org         (661)   284-3260  x  1806 
       

Mr. Ruben Escobar              rescoba@hartdistrict.org          (661)   284-3260  x  1809 
       

Miss. Nicole Sturgeon              nsturgeo@hartdistrict.org            (661)   284-3260  x  1813 

Rancho Pico Physical Education Intramural News 

 
 The Ranch Pico Physical Education department is offering morning, lunch and after school            
Intramural activities for all 7th and 8th grade boys and girls. This year’s morning time Intramurals are:  Open 
Gym, Open Weight-Room and Volleyball Clinics.  Open Gym days are Monday and Friday, Open Weight 
Room days are on Monday and Volleyball Clinics are on Tuesday mornings.  All early morning Intramurals 
start at 7:45 and end at 8:30.  Lunch time activities that will be offered this school year will be our 4 on 4 
Flag Football Tournament, Dodge-ball, Soccer, Softball, Hockey, 3 on 3 Basketball and Ping Pong. All 
lunch time activities will start at 1:00 and take place every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday during lunch 
and Ping Pong will be held every Tuesday during lunch inside the gym. Runner’s Club days are every  
Thursday after school and will start at 3:15pm. This year we will be offering 2 more school district         
Intramurals. In April will be the 7th and 8th grade boys and girls Basketball Tournament which will be held @ 
Hart High School/Boys and Girls Club and Placerita Jr. High and in May the All Valley Jr. High Track and 
Field meet @ College of the Canyons.  Try-outs are mandatory for all district competitions. More             
information on  try-outs and sign-ups will follow from the Rancho Pico Physical Education staff and daily 
RPTV announcements. Congratulations to the 7th and 8th grade boys and girls Cross Country Team for taking 
3rd place overall in November’s All Valley Jr. High Cross Country meet at Central Park. 



Orchestra and Band Update:Orchestra and Band Update:Orchestra and Band Update:Orchestra and Band Update: 
          “…and the Antelope Play,” an award-winning composition by CSU Long Beach band director John 
Carnahan, is one of the selections that will be performed in early March by the Hart District Junior High 
Honor Band.  However, “…and the Mustangs Play” might be a title just as appropriate, since so many 
Rancho Pico Mustangs will be among the honor band students performing that night! 
         Sixteen Rancho Pico students were selected through an audition process that involved students from 
all six Hart district junior high schools plus Castaic Middle School.  Students were evaluated by the high 
school band  directors and professional musicians and only the highest scoring students in each section of 
the band received invitations to participate in the honor band.  After convening once in February to      
rehearse with the local directors, the honor band will rehearse in March with guest conductor Don 
Jaramillo and perform at Hart HS auditorium on Saturday, March 6. 
          Rancho Pico honor band musicians include:  Katherine Noble, Ann Yoo, Gina Myung, and Diane 
Cho, flutes; Julia Petras, principal oboe; Rachel Park, Jason Kim, Timothy Lee, and Derek Chang,     
clarinets; Jeremy Kim, principal bass clarinet; Isaac Nam (principal) and Rachel Truong, F horns; Kevin 
Kim and Jean Claude Ebrard, trombones; Dean Oz, euphonium; and Jake Chong, percussion.               
Congratulations! 
          As usual, the winter months also find the band and orchestra preparing for adjudicated festival   
performances in March.  This year Rancho Pico director Randy Gilpin and West Ranch High School    
director Jason Marshall are co-hosting a band / orchestra festival in the recently completed West Ranch 
theater so the local schools will not need to travel away from Santa Clarita to participate in a festival.  The 
junior and senior high school bands and  orchestras will share a preview concert on March 17 and 18, 
then perform along with the other Hart district schools plus others from outside the area at the festival on 
March 23 and 24.  The festival is open to the public at no charge.  Groups will be performing from 1:00 to 
9:00 p.m. each day. 
          Finally, Rancho Pico is proud to be represented again this year when the California All-State Honor 
Band performs on February 20.  Eighth grade horn player Rachel Truong was selected through a recorded 
audition process to join with other top school musicians from throughout the state to rehearse and perform 
in Fresno.  This is the fifth consecutive year at least one Rancho Pico student has earned this  special    
recognition. 

From the Art Room:From the Art Room:From the Art Room:From the Art Room:    
 
 

          Semester two finds us with a new group of Ceramics students 
and four new Exploratory groups.  For the first time three of our four          
exploratory classes are semester classes.  This translates to more       
in-depth lessons.  We are starting out in the Medieval era where the  
students are making an illuminated initial reminiscent of the first letter 
in illuminated manuscripts from that time period.  We will then have an  
opportunity to make a drinking vessel fashioned from clay using coil, 
slab, and pinch pot methods.  At that time in history many drinking   
vessels were made from leather.  Glass was very expensive, pewter ran 
a very close second and pottery broke easily. Leather was relatively 
cheap, available and strong and was therefore widely used.  Often they 
were water proofed by using tree sap.  Beeswax was costly and needed 
to be reapplied often.  Thank you to all the families who sent in a      
donation towards our material costs.  We appreciate your help!  

 

Library News and Resources:Library News and Resources:Library News and Resources:Library News and Resources:    
                                         
 Rancho Pico has a database for students to use for their research projects.  The database Infotrac 

can be accessed by going to the schools homepage at: http://www.hartdistrict.org/ranchopico/ 
Scroll down on the left side of the page to Student Resource Center, click on it  Password: mustangs 
 
 We also have World Book Online .  This resource should be of great help to students doing re-
search or just looking up interesting facts.  To access students go to www.worldbookonline.com 
ID: rancho2  Password: mustangs 
 
          In March we celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday which begins Read across America.  On March 2, the 
National Education Association is calling for every child to be reading in the company of a      
caring adult.  We would like to encourage families to join the “cat” and read together.  How 
about a good mystery, did you know that mysteries were actually good for you?  According to 
Judy Freeman, mysteries give students opportunities to "think analytically, make inferences 
and predictions, solve problems, and use logic." 
 
Upcoming library events in March: 

 

March 1st Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Party:  Donate a book or wear your favorite Dr. Seuss hat to enter the party. 
 
February 23 –March 19: Reader to Reader book drive.  Please donate new or gently used children’s books 
for an underprivileged school in the Los Angeles area.  Bring all donations to the library. 
 
March 22--26:  Book Fair 
 

    

Book DriveBook DriveBook DriveBook Drive    
 March 1 – March 31 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 *  Donate new or gently used children’s books for Washington Elementary School in  

     Compton, CA. 
 

 *  Please bring all donations to the library. 
 

 *  We cannot accept textbooks, encyclopedias, magazines,  
     coloring books,  out-of-date reference materials, CDs or  
             videos 
 
 

 CJSF members can earn one hour of community service for  
 every 10 books donated to the book drive. 

 
 


