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Dear Rancho Pico Families, 

With the holiday season upon us, we are remind-

ed of all we have to be thankful for. I am thankful 

for the wonderful families that make up the Ran-

cho Pico community. The staff and I appreciate 

the support from the families. This has been seen 

in making school a family priority, supporting the 

high expectations set for students, the donations 

and support of our activities and fundraising ef-

forts, and feedback you share with us that allows 

us to grow and improve as a school. Thank you! 

The solar project is progressing on schedule. We look forward to its 

completion, which is set for January 30th.  Rancho Pico will be able to 

contribute the financial needs of the District and enjoy covered park-

ing.  

Quarter is coming to a close. Next semester we will be participating in 

high school orientations, STAR testing, and preparing a new group of 

incoming 7th graders. Time is flying fast. Every minute counts. Rancho 

Pico teachers and staff are working hard to ensure our students are 

ready for the rigors that await them at West Ranch High School. 

Please continue to make attendance at school and being on time a pri-

ority for your children. We have a few more minimum days that are 

great to use for scheduling doctor’s appointments or other needs that 

would otherwise result in students missing class. 

Our staff is here to support your children and work in partnership 

with you. If you have information about your children that we can use 

to better support them, please share it with us.  We want your children 

to have the most positive middle experience possible.  

Have a happy and healthy holiday season! 

Sincerely, 

Michele Krantz 

Principal 

Rancho Pico  Junior  High 



Science 
This quarter in 8th grade sci-

ence students really enjoy all 

the hands on activities.  They 

will learn that by combining 

two or more different elements 

a compound is formed.  The 

students will know how to de-

termine whether a solution is 

acidic, basic, or neutral.  In 

order to see how atoms and 

molecules form solids by build-

ing up repeating patterns,  

they will make a crystal tree 

and see how fast it grows.   

They will also learn that car-

bon has a central role in chem-

istry of living organisms. 

 

In quarter 2, 7th grade Science 

will be investigating the simi-

larities and differences be-

tween different types of cells 

and their functions. Students 

will have a chance to look at 

their own cheek cells under 

the microscope and compare 

those to other plant cells. This 

quarter also includes cell pro-

cesses like photosynthesis and 

respiration as well as cell divi-

sion. 
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Choir 
Attention parents!  Choir is accepting new members for se-

cond semester! Whether your student has years of experience 

singing or none at all, we want them to be part of our pro-

gram! In choir, you’ll meet new people and learn some music 

history and theory. And you’ll learn a real life skill: how to be 

a musician and singer!  Our program continues to grow every 

year at Rancho Pico, and we are being noticed and recognized 

for our strong program. And now your student can be part of 

it! We have a very busy spring schedule with lots of perfor-

mances. No audition is required, but students are invited to 

sing for Ms. Peters on even days in room 425. For more infor-

mation, contact her at mpeters@hartdistrict.org.  

Christy Olson was a finalist in the SCV 
Literary and Arts Festival essay contest 

“The Art of Saving.”  Christy won 1st place. 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  

 

Winter Break 
Dec. 22—Jan. 16 

Happy Holidays from “The Body Shop” 
 

Our annual fundraiser, The Mustang Stampede, was a huge suc-

cess!    We were able to raise $3,100; with these funds we have 

already begun purchasing new equipment for the students to en-

joy this year and for the years to come.    A shout-out to all the 

wonderful  parents who volunteered their time and to PAC.   You 

made the day enjoyable for all.   Thanks! 

A friendly reminder….. it is starting to get cold outside. We have 

sweatshirts, sweatpants, and beanies for sale  all year-round.   

We encourage your child to bundle up.   The cost with an ASB 

card is $20, 15, 10 and without an ASB card $25, 20, and 15 re-

spectively.    

P.E. Headlines 

Runner’s Club meets every Thursday from  

3:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 



MATH 

Jan. 31 or Feb. 7, 2012 

Time: 3:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Room:  207 

Teacher:  Mrs. Kim 

 

If you have any questions, please call 
the counseling office at extension 

1411. 

 

We would like to invite those students 

who took the PSAT test on  

October 15, 2011 to sign 
up for an English and/or 
Math review to go over the 
results and discuss test 

taking strategies. 

Days offered for review: 

ENGLISH 

Jan. 30 or Feb. 6, 2012 

Time: 3:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Room:  202 

Teacher:  Mr. Forbes 

 

P
S
A
T
 

step, at the top, everyone 
enjoyed a breathtaking 
360° view over the Ante-
lope Valley and east 

across the Mojave Desert. 

The continuing quest for 
Explorers’ Canisters has 
resulted in a very active 
quarter for team families. 
Currently, 17 families are 
attempting to complete 
the task of following the 
directions and finding all 
ten of the hidden canis-
ters. At this time Nate 
Racina has joined the se-
lect group of Explorers 
who have completed this 

task in the past 12 years. 

On Saturday, December 
3rd the team explored an 
outlet mall on a quest for 
the Most Excellent Trans-
action. We drove to Cama-
rillo Premium Outlets and 
hiked among the numer-
ous shops, stores and 
boutiques. Adventurous 
students and parents ven-
tured into some of the 
storefronts and purchased 
merchandise. All of the 
Explorers then gathered at 
a local dining establish-
ment to share stories 
about their Most Excellent 

Transaction. 

The Explorers Team Din-
ing Out event was held 
twice during the past 
quarter and was pro-
claimed a great success 
by all involved. Students 
and their parents met 
with their teachers at 
IHOP on the second 
Wednesdays of October 
and November to con-

verse over dinner.  

Saturday November 5th, 
the Explorers hiked to 
the top of Saddleback 
Butte in the Antelope 
Valley. The hike was four 
miles (round trip) with 
1000 feet of gain. The fi-
nale was worth every 
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As second quarter comes to an end we are see-
ing such growth and increased responsibility 
throughout our team.  The Quest teachers are 
proud to have such bright and charismatic stu-
dents.  We had our team party thrown by ASB 
for winning spirit count first quarter. Our se-
cond quarter team activity was on December 
2nd after school here in the MPR.  We had a 
holiday party with pizza, holiday cartoon clas-
sics and we all frosted cookies to eat.  Every-
one had a great time.  We hope everyone en-
joys winter break and look forward to a fun 
and challenging 2012.  These photos are from 
our spirit party thrown for all of  us by ASB. 
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 Spirit Count Party 

Students on Team Infinity have had a busy second quarter. 
On Nov. 5, many students and teachers attended UCLA’s 
football game against Arizona State. Everyone was thrilled at 
the outcome as the Bruins won in the final minute. 

Meanwhile, students were also busy preparing for the annual 

Constitutional Challenge against Quest and Xtreme.            

The highlight was Nov. 17 as over 100 students attended Con-

stitution Night in the MPR. All the hard work paid off as Infinity 

won the competition, the 1776 flag that symbolizes the cham-

pion, and a Dippin’ Dots party!  
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The second quarter was filled 

with many exciting events for 

Team Discovery!  On October, 

29th Team Discovery partici-

pated in the “Light the Night 

Walk” to raise money for the 

Leukemia and Lymphoma So-

ciety.  Thank you to all the 

families that donated to the 

important cause and those 

who walked with us that 

evening.  As a team we donat-

ed over $1,000 to the Leuke-

mia and Lymphoma Society.  

On December 16th, many 

Team Discovery families will 

meet at the Canyon Theatre 

Guild to see A Christmas 

Carol.  It will be an evening 

filled with laughs, hot choco-

late, and good friends.  Thank 

you to all of you who are able 

to join us. 

 

We are so proud of all of our 

students that entered the 

Santa Clarita Literary & Arts 

Writing Contest.  Congratula-

tions to our Team Discovery 

students that won: Christy 

Olson, Cassidy Wiggins, Mat-

thew Yahata, and Reese Hart-

wig were all chosen as finalist.  

In addition, Reese placed se-

cond with his entry to the 

Narcotic Education Founda-

tion of America Essay Contest 

with his “Why Say No to 

Drugs” essay. 
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Thank you for your 

patience, during our solar 
energy panel construction, 

in our parking lot. 

Happy Holidays from Rancho Pico 
Mrs. Castillo, AttendanceMrs. Castillo, AttendanceMrs. Castillo, AttendanceMrs. Castillo, Attendance    



Spreebird Fundraiser 
Help Rancho Pico Junior High 
School Earn Funds for pro-
grams that have been affected 
by the budget crisis  

You can do this by just signing 
up for FREE to receive Spree-
bird’s Daily Alert Email 
(formerly Screamin Daily 
Deals). Spreebird will give you a 
$5 Credit just for signing up. 
And, Spreebird will also give 
Rancho Pico Junior High School 
$5 when you sign up, plus 10% 
of proceeds from deals you 
choose to purchase year round. 
Spreebird is the leading Com-

munity Deal site offering fantas-
tic deals of up to 50-90% OFF 
Your Favorite Local Businesses. 
Just visit: 
www.spreebird.com/100kgiveaway 
to sign up. 

If you already are a Spreebird 
subscriber you can help too. 
Spreebird will automatically put a 
$5 credit in your account when 
you click on the daily alert that 
are emailed to you.  

Rancho Pico has also qualified to 
participate in Spreebird’s 
$100,000 School Giveaway! We 
have the chance to win $10,000 

for programs and supplies. Plus, 
between now and December 15, 
2011 our school can earn up to 
500% more with Spreebird’s 
School Rewards Program. 

Share this exciting news with 
your friends and family, and en-
courage them to get involved. 
Spreebird has deals in many So 
Cal areas. Family and friends can 
sign up to receive deals near 
them and still support Rancho 
Pico.  

Thank you for helping to support 
our school by signing up at 
www.spreebird.com/100kgiveaway

Christian ClubChristian ClubChristian ClubChristian Club————CIACIACIACIA    

Christian Club  had a very 
successful coat drive in 
November. 

3 bags of coats were do-
nated to the Hart District, 
for those in need, 3 bags 
were donated to the  local 
homeless shelter and 3 
bags were donated to the 
Festividad program in 
Newhall. 

Thanks to all you who     
donated to the coat drive. 

 

be posting lists at the begin-

ning of the 2nd semester for 

students to double check. 

Counselors from the high 

schools come over during the 

Spring to talk to the students 

and fill out course request 

forms. 

 

Also, if you have a new ad-

dress, phone number or email 

address, please send a note to 

the office or give me a call. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Eileen Larkins 

If your student is an 8th grader 

and you don’t live in the West 

Ranch boundaries, you will 

need to fill out an IDT, if you 

want your child to attend West 

Ranch.   

 

Intra-District Transfers will be 

available  at the beginning of 

Semester 2 for the 2012-2013 

school year.  High Schools will 

be automatically enrolled at the  

High School, according to the 

school boundaries, based on 

your residence.   

 

If you have any question as to 

which high school your student 

will automatically be enrolled 

in, please give me a call.  I will 

Message from the Registrar 

Semester 1  
Report Cards  

will be handed out 
on Friday,  

January 20, 2012 





 

 
A message from the Parents Advisory Council (PAC): 
 
Welcome back Mustang families and happy New Year!  We hope you all had a safe and festive holiday season.     
 
The PAC board would like to thank those individuals and families who have assisted in any way with school relat-
ed events, donated food for the Staff Meetings, Staff Holiday Breakfast, etc., etc.  Please know how much the 
Rancho Pico faculty, staff, and all of us appreciate your time and help.  If you have not yet had the opportunity, 
please know that it is never too late to become involved! 
 
This spring, PAC will be running the Silent Auction to raise much needed funds for school-wide programs.  We will 
need a lot of donations from parents, businesses, etc. to meet our goals as well as help during the actual events.  
If you are interested in assisting, kindly contact one of our wonderful Volunteer Coordinators: Christina Hahn: 
cmchahn@yahoo.com, Heidi Marshall: hibiscusgr@aol.com, Donna Nacey donna.nacey@sbcglobal.net, and/or 
MoniqueTagliaferri hairenvymonique@aol.com. 

 
Additionally, there several opportunities for parents to serve on next year’s PAC board and represent Rancho Pi-
co Junior High.  If you are interested and would like additional information, please contact Jayne Wiggins: 
j.wiggins@sbcglobal.net and/or Violet Rein: VioletJRein@aol.com.   
 
There are a number of exciting activities and events coming up, a lot of which will require the assistance of volun-
teers.  These include Talent Show, Star Testing snacks, Teacher Appreciation Week, 8th Grade Field Day, and 
others.  Details and information about these will be made available at the PAC meetings, and as applicable, 
through email and school website.  For a complete list and particulars, kindly contact one of the above Volunteer 
Coordinators. 
 
We encourage everyone to please stay involved by attending our upcoming PAC meetings on January 24th at 
noon, March 6th at 7:00 PM, and April 17th at noon (last PAC meeting of the year). 
 
Thank you for your continuous support,  
 
The Rancho Pico Junior High School PAC Board 

 

PAC News (Parent Advisory Council) 

2011-2012  YEARBOOK On Sale Now!  

Order in the Counseling Office 

$50 (with ASB Card) $55 (others) 

 Be sure to visit our website for current information: 

www.ranchopicojuniorhigh.com 


